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Gabriel Dutra

     The title for this column was suggested by Jennifer Cleland as a none-too-subtle reminder that I was running 
late with my monthly front-page column—the very column you are reading now.  But tell me, since you are indeed 
reading this column now, how can it possibly be late?  Isn’t it, in fact, right on time?  It would seem that either her 
logic is " awed or mine.  I’ll leave it to you to judge.

     While you’re deliberating, let’s take the title and run with it.  It actually works quite well as we consider our 
march into March.  You see, we are about to enter that holy experiment in time management called Lent, a 
movement through days and moments from Ash Wednesday (March 9) to Easter morning (April 24).

     Time management normally is a wrestling match worthy of Jacob himself, an effort to master the uncontrollable.  
Time waits for no one, I’ve been told (not even a senior minister trying to take care of other obligations even as 
the communications director waits for a front-page column—but I digress).  Time is ethereal and heavy, a resource 
to be used, a tyrant to be appeased.  Maybe we manage time, or maybe it manages us.

     But during the season of Lent, we have an opportunity to experience time differently.  During Lent, moments 
and hours merge into a holy season, or maybe the season dissolves into a holy cascade of hours and moments.  
One way or another, time opens up before us.  During this season we are called to examine our days and our 
lives, our minutes and our eternity, that we might ! nd in the midst of it all the timeless presence of the kingdom of 
Heaven.  

     It’s strange what can happen when we give some time to Christ.  It’s kind of like giving him a few loaves and 
! shes.  An hour of worship transforms a week or maybe a lifetime.  Time spent in study with others opens our 
minds to beautiful and divine truths we might never have discovered otherwise.  A Great Day of Service becomes 
countless relationships forged with neighbors.  During Lent, for 40 holy days, we give some time to Christ and let 
him do the managing.

     During the days ahead, open your heart in worship and prayer.  Open your mind in study and meditation.  
Open your hands in service to others.  And remember, whatever you give, whatever you do, when offered in the 
Spirit of Christ, is always right on time.  Kind of like this column.

                It all begins Ash Wednesday, March 9, 

                with our • rst Lenten Lunch at noon 

       and worship (with imposition of ashes) at 6:30 p.m.

Time Management
Mark Westmoreland

Lent Begins March 9
Lenten Lunches
Our Lenten Lunch series will begin on Ash Wednesday, March 9, in the 
Fellowship Hall at noon. A light lunch will be provided for $2.00.  Rev. 
Mark Westmoreland will be our ! rst speaker to guide us in informative 
topics for us to consider during the Lenten Season.  Lunches will 
continue each Thursday beginning March 17, with a different speaker 
each week and light lunch provided by the United Methodist Women 
circle groups.  We hope to see you there.

Special Offerings Scheduled
North Georgia Homeless Offering:  Sunday, March 13
United Methodist Committee on Relief:  Sunday,  April 3

Lenten Study Begins March 16
Hallelujah - The Bible and Handel’s Messiah six-week study led by Rev. 
Mark Westmoreland and Rick Massengale on Wednesdays from 6:15 - 
7:15 p.m.



In Sympathy:
- Mrs. Susie Keaton and family upon the death of Susie’s father-in-law, Byron Keaton, on February 3.
- Mrs. Della Shaw and Mrs. Diane Balas upon the death of their husband and father, Leonard Shaw, on February 4.
- Mr. and Mrs. Larry Brewer and family upon the death of Larry’s mother, Monterie Brewer, on February 9.
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Nell Babb
Charles Berrong

Edwin Bishop
Joel Blalock

Brylee Bostedt

George Copeland
Carolyn Croft

Jim Friday
Lloyd Groover
Annis Harrell

O.C. Hendrix
Hazel Mitchell

Bill Smith
Bill Walters

Connie Walton

Jerry Walton
Brad Wilkinson

Gary Wood

Church Membership:  2024 

February Giving Through
February 20:

Budget: $84,353.95
Building Fund:  $3,360.00

About Our Church Family

Note of Thanks!

Thank you for the many cards, calls, prayers and 
concerns for me these last four months with my tongue 
surgery and radiation treatments.  My church family has 
certainly rallied around me and I appreciate it so much.
Sincerely - Annelle Burch 

I appreciate the calls, cards and prayers; getting better 
every day.  The therapist is still coming.  Hope to be 

driving and will see you soon.
With love - Betty Bowen

Words cannot express how much we appreciate all 
the love, support, prayers and cards the church has 
sent during our transition to Alabama and the loss of 
my grandmother.  Our memories are treasures, your 
friendships blessings and you will always hold a special 
place in our hearts! 
Love - Laura, Kaitlyn and Michael Cox

New Members
- Diane Balas, 160 Woodgate Circle, Fayetteville, 30214 - Diane transfers her membership from North 
  Fayette UMC.
- Linda & Larry Brannon, 335 Wyngate Circle, Fayetteville, 30215, 678-817-9550 - The Brannon’s transfer 
  from Fayetteville First Baptist Church.
- Carly & Robert Burch, 500 Dickson Springs Rd., Fayetteville, 30215 - Robert transfers from Covenant 
  Presbyterian Church and Carly from First Baptist Church in Jonesboro.  We welcome Carly and Robert 
  along with their children Andrew and Kendall.
- Mary Naramor & Robert Webb, 185 Carriage Chase, Fayetteville, 30214, 770-461-3613 - Robert transfers 
  his membership from St. Stephens Episcopal Church in Miami, FL.  Mary transfers her membership from 
  Fayetteville Christian Church.

Missions & Outreach

The Great Day of Service
“Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.”

Deuteronomy 15:11
Saturday, April 16

8 a.m.
Projects for all ages

Registration begins March 13 and continues on the 20th and 27th in the 
Welcome Center after each worship service.  Be sure to pick up your T-shirt 

in the Fellowship Hall after you have registered.
Register early for the best selection of projects!

Serve at SafeHouse
On Thursday, March 31, we will be leading worship and serving dinner to 250 people at SafeHouse in Atlanta.  You 
can help with this project by cooking or volunteering to serve and minister with the SafeHouse clients.  Chris 
Mucha will be overseeing the worship service and Randy Riddell will head up the cooking team. Please contact 
Chris at cmucha@fayetteville" rst.com for more information.

Pray for Our Missionaries
# Elliott, Katherine, and Cason Stotler with the Mission Society (http://www.stotlersinafrica.blogspot.com)
# June Hanks with Advantage Haiti (www.advantagehaiti.com)
# The Kents in an undisclosed location.

District Mission Trip to El Salvador
Reverend Carol Cook and representatives from the LaGrange District are taking a mission trip to El Salvador 
June 1-8, 2011.  The cost of the trip will be $1,200, which includes airfare, lodging, food, and transportation in El 
Salvador.  The deadline for signing up for the trip, including a deposit of $600, is March 11.  Is God calling you to 
participate in the kingdom through sharing the love of Jesus Christ with the people of El Salvador? 

Missionary Update: Gober Family
After supporting the ministry of Steve and Karoline Gober in Costa Rica for many years, the Mission Committee 
has chosen to bring closure to our relationship with them and direct the support that previously went to them to 
a family actively engaged in a foreign mission " eld.  In response, the Gobers sent these kind words:

We want to begin by thanking you for your faithful support of our ministry and the work to which God called 
us in Costa Rica. We never knew that we would spend 17 years of our lives there. During our tenure, we saw 
the Church grow from approximately 30 organized congregations to over 120 today. We were privileged to 
accompany the growth of the Church through the training of pastors and leaders as well as by coordinating 
short-term mission teams.  We are excited that our new ministry with Asbury Seminary allows us to continue 
to support the ministries of the Church in Costa Rica in new ways.   Thank you for your ongoing commitment 
to World Missions, and we trust that the new family and ministry you have chosen to support will be richly 
blessed by their relationship with you. 
By His amazing grace,
Steve and Karoline - gobersk@hotmail.com

Donations

A donation to the Building Fund has been given in honor of Charlcie and 
Pete Neal for their years of leading Finanical Peace University.

A donation to the Building Fund has been given in honor of the Reverend 
Jennifer Andone.

A donation to the Building Fund has been given in honor of Edwin Bishop 
and Jerry Walton and in memory of James Bailey by the Fellowship/
Discipleship Class.

A donation to the Operating Budget has been given in memory of Monterie 
Brewer, mother of Larry Brewer, by the Cornerstone Sunday School Class.

Keep Them In Your Prayers:

In Memoriam:
James Bailey
February 19, 2011



 I invite you to pick up a copy of Pockets and explore the devotional material, stories, games, prayer guides, and 
family activities.  This month even features a yummy biscuit and strawberry butter recipe!  You will " nd a treasure of 
information to help you guide your children in living out their faith on a daily basis.  The prayer guides are perfect for 
those of us, young and old, who struggle to " nd the words to pray or have a hard time remaining focused in prayer.  
And Pockets introduces your family to kids across the country who are making a difference in their community.
 As a child, I remember my mom and dad gathering my sisters and me onto their bed for a family devotional.  
My dad often used The Upper Room as a guide, adjusting it for our ages.  Pockets is an answer to that need for family 
devotional material.  Give it a try, and let me know what you think!
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Kristin’s Kids Korner
Have you strolled past the Welcome Center behind the sanctuary 
lately?  There are always # yers, forms and information for all 
the ministries of our church and opportunities to participate in 
ministries of our district and our conference.  There also are copies 
of The Upper Room, a daily devotional guide for adults.  But now, 
there is something new available.  It’s The Upper Room for children 
and families, Pockets.  You may have seen or even read an older 
version of this publication, but it has been revamped and redesigned 
with lots of input from its readers – kids!

Senior Adult Ministries
Titus II  

“Set an example by doing what is good”—Titus 2:7
This month, Fayette County Sheriff Wayne Hannah will be with us to speak about safety and current issues in the 
county.  Invite a friend to join you and make your reservation by calling Evelyn Starling, 770-716-3744, by noon on 
Friday, February 25.  Note:   If you make a meal reservation but are not able to attend, please kindly pay for your lunch as 
Titus II has to pay for all meals for which there are reservations.

Date:  Tuesday, March 1, 12:00 noon
Program:   Sherriff Wayne Hannah
Menu:  Baked Chicken, Rice Pilaf, Squash Casserole, Bread, Dessert - $6.00

S.A.G.E (Senior Adults Going Everywhere)
This month, S.A.G.E. will be traveling to Fernbank Museum of Natural History.  Many of us went to Fernbank with 
children on " eld trips years ago.  There’s much more to Fernbank today.  Come and experience it yourself. 
     Date:   Thursday, March 10

Depart:   9:00 a.m.
Return:  5:00 p.m.
Cost:  $25 plus lunch on your own in the Fernbank Cafe’ (Cost includes transportation, admission to  
                           the Museum and ticket to IMAX theatre.)

Reservations and payment are due no later than Wednesday, March 3, in the church of" ce.  Trip is dependent on a 15 
person minimum.

North Georgia Older Adult Conference Event:  “Living with Heart and Soul”
Senior Adults and clergy and laity who work with them.  The keynote speaker is Reverend Phil Schroeder.

When:  Thursday,  April 14 from 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Where:  Simpsonwood Conference and Retreat Center
Workshops: Remembering Your Story, Local Resources, Senior Needs, Build a Seniors Ministry in Your Church
Closing:  Those Swingin’ Ole Dudes
Cost:  $35 includes breakfast, lunch and snack
Registration: By March 31 - Forms available at ngumc.org/olderadult

New Children’s Program Guides and Calendars
Have you picked up the new guide for 2011?  In it you will " nd information about all our regular programming as well 
as special events for the spring and summer, including Vacation Bible School.  Guides with calendars can be found at 
the Welcome Center and in the kiosks around the church.  Take one home today!  

Kids FLIP – Thank you!
Thank you to everyone who brought a pair of pajamas to donate to Gracie’s Closet during out last pajama party.  Mark 
your calendar for our next pajama party on May 4.

No Programs on March 9
We will not have regular children’s programs on Wednesday, March 9.  Families are invited to attend our Ash Wednesday 
service at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary.  This service will include the imposition of ashes.  Nursery care will be provided.

Explore the Season of Lent Through Worship and Study

Ruth:   A Story of Friendship, Love, and Devotion
Rev. Kristin Heiden will lead a four-week study on the Old Testament book of Ruth.  Although easy to miss, it is 
a powerful story of suffering, sacri" ce and the love of God expressed through relationship.  This class has been 
rescheduled and will begin Thursday, March 3, from 7 – 8 p.m.  

Lenten Study:   ‘Hallelujah - The Bible and Handel’s Messiah’
This Lent season, you are invited to join us for a unique study combining the Biblical text and the beautiful music 
of George Frideric Handel as we prepare for the death and resurrection of our Lord.  This is a continuation of the 
class offered during Advent, although you did not have to be a part of the Advent session to participate in the Lent 
session.  Rev. Mark Westmoreland and Rick Massengale will lead this six-week study on Wednesday evenings, 6:15-
7:15 p.m. beginning March 16.  Cost of the participant book, if you do not have one from the " rst session, is $18.  
Contact Kristin Heiden to register for both studies (kheiden@fayetteville" rst.com).

New Sunday School Class
The “Genesis to Revelation” adult Sunday School Class with Susanna Howle is forming.  For those not in a class, this 
may be your opportunity. This study will allow members to take a look at the entire Bible with emphasis on three 
questions: (1) What does the Bible say? (2) What does this passage mean? and (3) How does the Scripture relate to 
my life in the contemporary world?  Study materials will be provided. Please contact Rev. Kristin Heiden to join.

Youth News
The Con" rmation class recently had a retreat to Epworth at St. Simons Island.  The weather was perfect and we had 
an incredible time of bonding together and learning about our Methodist history.   Adult leaders and students easily 
found interesting facts about John and Charles Wesley as we walked the places they " rst preached in the Americas.  If 
you see one of our Con" rmands, ask them what they learned!

DNOW 2011 is HERE!
It’s that time again!  The county-wide student event is March 11-13.   This year’s theme will be Smoke. It is all about 
the presence of God and the life it brings.  You do not want to miss this, so sign up today!  The cost is $60, which 
includes transportation, lodging at host home, T-shirt, devotion book and most food.  For more information, contact 
Chris or Carson. 

NEW THEME: “Dear Galatians”  Join us in 1|99 on Wednesday nights as we discover Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians and what we can learn from it today. 

JOURNEY BIBLE STUDY
Sunday evenings from 6-8pm we hold a Bible study for 8th grade and up at It’s a Grind! If you haven’t been a part of 
this we’d love for you to join us. We simply dig into Scripture and talk about it. If it’s your " rst time or if you bring a 
friend, we’ll buy you a drink of your choice. Hope to see you!
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Preschool Registration Now Open
Registation for the 2011-2012 school year is now open 
for currently enrolled students and their siblings as well 
as any church members.  The non-refundable registration 
fee is $75.00.  For more information, please contact Drew 
Greenberg at 770-719-9421 ext. 101, dgreenberg@
fayetteville! rst.com

Grandparent/Relative Caregiver Legal Workshop  
Grandparents and Kin Raising Children, Inc., (GKRC) will 
hold a free, informational legal workshop presented by 
Lindsay Verity of Atlanta Legal Aid’s Grandparent/Relative 
Caregiver Project.

The workshop will be held on March 8 from 9:30 
a.m.- 12 p.m, at The Summit Church, 1373 Highway 
92 South, Fayetteville.  The workshop will cover legal 
matters relating to guardianship, custody, adoption of 
grandchildren and other children in kinship care.  In 
addition to relative caregivers, this workshop will be 
valuable to educators, juvenile justice professionals, 
medical and mental health professionals, clergy, social 
service providers and others interested in the well-being 
of children and families. 

A continental breakfast will be provided beginning at 
9:30 a.m.  Seating is limited, please call ahead: Betty 
Davis, GKRC Director of Caregiver Services, 770-487-
9802; Carole Foran, GKRC Community Partnership 
Coordinator, 770-487-7655.

Work Day Scheduled
The Trustees have scheduled a Work Day at the church 
for some much-needed grounds maintenance.  Mark 
your calendar for Saturday, March 26 from 8 a.m. - 12 
p.m.  Look for more information in the coming weeks.

Body Recall
Body Recall is an educational and exercise experience for 
every body. Classes meet Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  A new class begins 
April 4.  Registration forms can be found in the Welcome 
Center or church of! ce.

Seasoned Singers
This group of singing seniors glori! es God and ministers 
to others through music.  Join this group for fun, fellowship, 
and ministry through music on Tuesdays at 1:30 in Room 

B225.  For more information, contact Tom Robinson, 770-
461-7795, robi4131@bellsouth.net.

Senior Adult Chime Choir
The Chime Choir’s mission is to glorify God by 
entertaining and ministering to other senior adults in the 
community.  Anyone who is 55+ and can read music is 
welcome on Tuesdays after Seasoned Singers’ rehearsal in 
Room B225. For more information, contact Janie Raines, 
770-486-5573.

April is Food for Samaritans Month
Each April and October, our church hosts a food drive 
for the Fayette Samaritans food pantry.  Please bring your 
non-perishable donations to the Welcome Center.  If you 
prefer to give cash, mark your donation with “Food for 
Samaritans”. 

Online Giving Now Available
Check out the new “Online Giving” green button on 
the homepage of the church’s website. You can click on 
it to make a one-time donation or recurring donations. 
Also, click on the “Give Now” button and pay for a class, 
youth trip and other things.
 

What’s for Supper?
March 2

Pork Loin/Gravy & 
Dressing/ Green Beans
Cranberry Sauce/Rolls

Dessert

March 16
Meat Loaf/Creamed 

Corn/Fried Okra
Bread/Dessert

March 30
Chicken Sandwich
French Fries/Salad
or Slaw/Dessert

March 9
Fried Chicken/Broccoli

Rice & Gravy/Bread
Dessert

March 23
Chicken Parmesan

Noodles/Salad
Bread/Dessert


