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Gabriel Dutra

     The visitor paid our church a compliment.  “Pastor,” he said to me, “I especially like that your church has a 
sanctuary instead of a multipurpose space.”  I know what he meant.  We’ve got stained-glass windows, a pipe organ, 
a pulpit and lectern, and seats that aren’t stacked in the corner between services (they’re called pews).  We don’t 
eat in our sanctuary, of! cially at least, and we don’t play basketball there, though I have been on hand for a few 
track-and-! eld events around Children’s Moment time (and maybe a couple of unsanctioned wrestling matches).  
So I understood what the man meant, and, not one to argue with a compliment, I didn’t disagree.

     But I had some doubts.  Yes, it’s a sanctuary; I’m with him on that.  But that doesn’t mean it isn’t a multipurpose 
space.  In fact, sometimes I’m amazed at all that goes on in that sacred hall.  Consider:

     On Saturday at 6 p.m. family and friends gathered for the wedding of Alicia Roberts and Jeremy Register.  The 
bride beamed throughout the ceremony, and the groom choked up as he spoke his vows (almost causing this 
preacher to lose it, too).  The service concluded with Holy Communion, the bride and groom assisting me and the 
groom’s pastor.  As I stood with Alicia distributing the elements, I found myself in that place that only a sacrament 
can take you—where grace and life are found in the sharing.

     The next morning, Sunday, the Sunshine Bible Schoolers sang us into worship, reminding us beautifully of what 
church is all about.  We baptized Pierce Dawson Ziobro, and I was allowed to carry that living, breathing, sleepy 
miracle down the aisle.  We prayed for each other, for our nation, and for the world, and we announced the birth 
of Caden Ellis Thaxton, one more miracle added to our church family.  The orchestra played; the choir sang; I 
preached; and I’ll admit the service ran a little long; but all in all I think you’ll have to agree we used the space 
pretty well.

     Today, Monday morning, the sanctuary has been transformed once more, this time for Vacation Bible School 
(wonderfully coordinated by Kristin Heiden), with pews marked by food-themed " ags and a large order of French 
fries (built by Brooke Byers) adorning the spot where the lectern stood yesterday.  And kids, kids everywhere.  
Chefs Chris Mucha and Evan Trivett attempted rather messily to make bread (so much for no food in the 
sanctuary), and so, a week of lessons, crafts, games, music and love has begun.

     And I am afraid we are not yet done with that hall.  On Wednesday, a couple of hours after Bible School ends 
for the day, we will gather again, this time to celebrate the life of Ted Mallory, wonderful and faithful member of our 
church and a friend and servant of the community.  We will remember a life well-lived, ponder the strange mystery 
that is death, remind ourselves of the promise that is ours in Christ Jesus, and surround Alice and the family with 
                                                                      our love and prayers.

                                                                           Such is the strange life of a sanctuary.  At 9 a.m. children sing; at 
                                                                      2 p.m. grief is acknowledged and resurrection proclaimed; and, 
                                                                      stranger still, in both moments the same wondrous love is shared.  
                                                                      Multipurpose?  When all is said and done, not really.

If These Walls Could Sing
Mark Westmoreland

You Can Learn to Sing!
Rick Massengale, Music Director

I have a lot of people tell me they would like to sing in the choir, 
but they don’t think they have the voice to do so. We are offering 
an opportunity for you to have some very bene! cial instruction and 
hopefully give you the ability to sing in one of our choirs. 

On July 6 and July 13, we will have a renowned vocal coach and clinician 
at our church teaching people how to better use their voice. Dr. Frank 
Green will be with us and show how you can become a better singer.  
Please come try this out and see if you can start singing in the choir.  It 
is an exhilarating experience and one I hope you could all experience.  
The clinics are free and no registration is necessary.   The men’s voice 
clinic is Wednesday July 6 at 7p.m. and Wednesday July 13 at 7p.m. will 
be for women’s voices in the sanctuary. 

I hope you can join us$

 



In Sympathy:
-  Mrs. Jackie Bowen upon the death of her mother-in-law, Anne Dobson Bowen McDonald, on May 14.
-  Mrs. Harriet Parham upon the death of her husband, Ronald Parham, on May 28. 
-  Mrs. Eloise Dixon and Mr. & Mrs. Richard Stanley and family upon the death of their husband and father, 
   Wilmer S. Dixon, on June 9.
-  Mrs. Alice Mallory and family upon the death of her husband, Ted F. Mallory, III, on June 26.
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Church Membership:  2032 

June Giving:

Budget: $110,338.49
Building Fund:  $19,075.00

About Our Church Family

Note of Thanks!

The family of Brylee Bostedt wants to thank the 
members of FFUMC for your prayers and support for 
the past six months.  He has good days and dif! cult days 
but is doing much better.  We do ask for your continued 
prayers as he still has major surgery in his future.  We 
appreciate the Christian love that we have received from 
this church and many others in the community.  
God Bless Each of You -
Vauna & Tim Bellury

I’d like to thank all of the VBS participants, families, adult 
and youth volunteers and Sunday School classes for 
all they did to make Sunshine VBS such a success.  This 
ministry would not be possible without your continued 
dedication.
Love & God Bless,
Susie Keaton

Missions & Outreach
“Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.”

Deuteronomy 15:11

UMCOR Flood Buckets Needed
We have committed to ! ll 100 " ood buckets to replenish the supply at the UMCOR Depot.  Thousands of buckets 
were distributed in the wake of recent tornadoes.

Filling " ood buckets is a great family, UMW Circle, or Sunday school service project. Simply pick up an empty 
bucket in the Welcome Center at church, ! ll with the needed items (approximately $55) as instructed at: 
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/getconnected/supplies/" ood-bucket.  Return ! lled buckets to the Welcome 
Center no later than July 12. 

Summer Lunch Program  
The program continues through August 5.   Volunteers are still needed and can contact Linda Ladd at: lladd941@
comcast.net.  

Red Cross Blood Drive
The next blood drive is Sunday, July 17.  Sign-up in the Courtyard on Sunday mornings, July 3 and 10. 

Imagine No Malaria Offering
Thank you for your gifts to the Bishop’s Offering for “Imagine No Malaria” in the amount of $816.00.

Pray for Our Missionaries
• June Hanks, along with her friend Mary Jo, were with us in worship last month. We enjoyed an update on her 
   ministry (www.advantagehaiti.com) and a chance to purchase items made by the Haitian women. (Thank you, 
   Joan, for setting up the display#) Please pray for June’s health and for traveling mercies for her and Mary Jo 
   as they visit other partnering congregations.
• The Kents with the Navigators will be home for a visit this summer and will give us an update on their ministry 
   when they are in worship at Fayetteville First. They ask for prayers for forming relationships, language learning, 
   work at the hospital, homeschooling, and safety while traveling this summer. To receive their newsletter, email 
   cpamrb6@gmail.com.
• Elliott, Katherine, and Cason Stotler with the Mission Society (http://www. stotlersinafrica.blogspot.com) ask 
   for prayers for Xhosa language learning, staf! ng changes in the ministry, for increased giving as the US Dollar 
   continues to weaken against the SA Rand, and patience as God’s plan unfolds in God’s time.

Stephen Ministry
New Stephen Leader
Congratulations to Faye Livingston who completed the Stephen Ministry Leadership Training Course in June in 
Orlando# We now have four active Stephen Leaders: Faye Livingston, Mickey Seigle, Tammy Cook, and Rev. Jennie 
Andone.

New Stephen Ministers Training Class 
A new class of Stephen Ministers will be trained this fall. If you would like to apply to be a part of this class and be 
trained as a lay caring minister, please contact one of the Stephen Ministers above or stop by the church of! ce to 
pick up an application.  Application and interview are required to participate in the class.

Donations

A donation to the Building Fund has been given in memory of Wilbern 
Clarke, Jr., brother of Rose Hood, and in honor of Lloyd Groover and 
Mildred Finnell, by the Fellowship/Discipleship Class.

A generous gift to support the Building Fund has been received in 
memory of Ted Mallory for his leadership, his vision, and his example to 
make a positive difference in our Church and community.

Keep Them In Your Prayers:

In Memoriam:
                                             Wilmer S. Dixon  Ted F. Mallory, III 
                                                June 9, 2011              June 26, 2011    

Pam Barron
Joel Blalock
Brylee Bostedt
George Copeland

Carolyn Croft
Elizabeth Dunn
Annette Evans
John Evans

Jim Friday
Daria Giebler
Lloyd Groover
Annis Harrell

O.C. Hendrix
Bill Holcomb
Hazel Mitchell
Lurlene Perry

Elaine Pitner
Ed Travis
Bill Walters
Bill Weinmeister

Brad Wilkinson
 

New Members:
-  Lynda Butler, 1572 Vineyard Dr, Grif! n, GA 30223 
-  Janet DeFord, 7347 Red Oak Rd, Union City, GA 30291, 770-964-3514.  Janet joins by transfer from West 
   End UMC in Nashville, TN.  
-  Gary, Janette & Julie Haney, 220 Mimosa Drive, Fayetteville, GA 30214, 770-461-2571.   We welcome the 
   Haney family from North Fayette UMC.  
-  Thomas & Candace Ohlmeier, 270 Pendleton Trail, Tyrone, GA 30290, 770-683-9842.  Thomas & Candace 
   transfer from Reynolds UMC in Reynoldsburg, OH.   We welcome Thomas & Candace along with their 
  daughters Sarah & Hannah.   Sarah is a member of our 2011 Con! rmation class and a rising 7th grader at 
  Flatrock Middle school. Hannah is a rising 5th grader at Burch Elementary. 
-  Mandy Osburn, 1964 Old Corinth Rd, Newnan, GA 30263-5024.  Mandy joins her husband, Mike, as a 
   member of the FFUMC family and joined by profession of faith.  Mandy & Mike celebrated the baptism 
   of their son, Joshua on June 5. 



she wanted to give the homeless something that would be of immediate help.  Her idea launched when her pastor 
gave her one hundred dollars and asked her to return to church the following Sunday to tell how she spent the 
money to show God’s love to others.  With additional ! nancial help from her parents, Amanda packed twenty-four 
shoeboxes with water bottles, tuna, or chicken salad with crackers, applesauce, fruit packs, toiletries and a scripture 
passage written on a slip of paper.  She then took the boxes to church and asked church members to keep them in 
their cars, ready to pass out to those carrying signs such as “Will work for food” or “Unemployed – please help.”  
Our children adopted this mission and created their own Manna Bags to give nourishment to the hungry people in 
our area.  If your child came home with one, please be sure to keep it in your car until you can give it away.  I’m sure 
your children will keep YOU accountable"
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Kristin’s Kids Korner
This year, as part of our VBS program, the children assembled 
Manna Bags.  The idea for Manna Bags originated with a young girl 
named Amanda Denkler from Florida.  When Amanda was nine, she 
was at McDonald’s with her mother when a homeless man asked 
for money.  Her mother went inside, purchased a hamburger, and 
brought it out to him.  He was grateful and said, “Nobody has ever 
done that before.”  “Mom,” said Amanda, “he said nobody has ever 
done that before.  We need to do something for people like him.”  
While Amanda wasn’t sure exactly what she would do, she knew 

Senior Adult Ministries
Titus II  

“Set an example by doing what is good”—Titus 2:7

Titus II will not be meeting during the summer. We will resume our lunch and program for adults age 55+ on the ! rst 
Tuesday of September. Have an idea for a fall program? Contact Jeffre Ray at 770-716-3450 or pondbird@aol.com.

S.A.G.E (Senior Adults Going Everywhere)
There will be no SAGE trip in July but mark your calendar and make your reservation for our September trip to 
St. Simons Island"

Autumn Adventure:  “Tracing the Footsteps From the Past”
Epworth by the Sea, St. Simons Island, GA

When:  September 26 - 29
Cost:  $349.40 includes lodging, eight meals, entrance fees plus $50 bus fee

Monday:        Travel to SSI
Tuesday:        Tour St. Mary’s and Fort George Island Cultural Park
Wednesday:  Tour Savannah
Thursday:     Tour St. Simons Island and return to Fayetteville

Brochures are available in the Church Of! ce, Welcome Center and epworthbythesea.org .
The deadline to register is August 26.  Send your housing registration by mail, fax or online at epworthbythesea.org and 
send a separate $50 for the bus to the Church Of! ce.  The trip is dependent upon a 15 person minimum.     

Seasoned Singers will not rehearse during July.  Enjoy your summer"

Senior Chime Choir will continue to rehearse throughout the summer. Please contact Janie Raines for details 
at 770-486-5573.

Azalea Estates Worship
Fayetteville First will lead worship at Azalea Estates on July 31 at 10 a.m.  To help by greeting worshippers, arrive at 
Azalea Estates at 9:45 a.m.   For more information, contact Rev. Andone at jandone@fayetteville! rst.com. 

Fall 2011 Mommy’s Morning Out & Preschool Registration Has Begun
Be sure to register your child and invite your friends and neighbors to be a part of these great programs.  Registration 
forms can be found in the Welcome Center, Church Of! ce or on the website.

Summer Sunday School Continues
Children’s Sunday School is in the midst of its summer schedule with Preschool and Kindergarten classes meeting 
together in room C-120 and 1st – 5th grades meeting in room C-280.  The older grades are traveling with Paul and 
learning what it means to put your faith in motion and “Jump"”  If you are available to help with either age group at 
any time throughout the summer, please contact Kristin Heiden:  kheiden@fayetteville! rst.com.

Dreaming with Joseph Day Camp
Children ages 5 – 9 are invited to join Pastor Kristin as we enter the world of Joseph, his dreams, and his colorful coat.  
We will meet Thursdays, July 7, 14, and 21 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  Cost is $5 per day.  Registration forms can be found 
at the Welcome Center, kiosks around the church, and the church website.  

What are you smiling about this month?  
The Upper Room publication Pockets is posing that question to its readers this month.  Pockets is a publication of The 
Upper Room that is written for children and their families.  Joyful living is the theme for the July issue- this month’s 
stories, games and feature articles all focus on enjoying our lives and being grateful for them.  Take a moment to re# ect 
with your family on the joy you share together, create your own list of what you are smiling about this month, share 
your list with Pastor Kristin and don’t forget to pick up your own copy of Pockets from the Welcome Center. 

“haves & have nots”
Julie Harp, Director of Evangelism
I remember my grandparents using the expression “haves & have nots” during my childhood.   Why not simply say “rich 
& poor” I wondered as a child?  Now I realize there is much more to the “haves & have nots” of the world; it goes 
beyond material and measurable things.  Do I have and offer grace and forgiveness? Do I have attitudes of judgment 
and greed?  In the July/Aug issue of devozine, Upper Room’s publication for teens, is a section entitled “haves & have 
nots” coupled with an article “need vs greed.”  It is worthwhile reading" Devozine’s are available in the Welcome Center.

Youth News
Youth Ministry has had a great start to our summer"  We kicked off the summer in service as we had 50 students 
participate in IMPACT.  They did work for the Georgia Baptist Children’s Home and WellSpring and on Friday helped 
work on two Square Foot houses in Grif! n.  

The next week was spent camping at Stone Mountain for Atlanta Fest.  Our group withstood numerous storms and 
had a great time together"  Next, we had more than 60 of our students volunteer for VBS and we also started our 
summer concert series at It’s a Grind with artists Reuben Bidez, Parker Crutch! eld, and our own Ellison Rd.  In 
July, we will be going to a beach camp to hear one of the most dynamic youth speakers in the country, Louie Giglio.  
We are excited to see how God will challenge our group that week.  A big THANK YOU goes to all of our adult 
volunteers that have helped make this summer happen for our students.  They have worked in the hot sun with us, 
been drenched and slept outside with us, and worshiped and grown spiritually side by side with us.  Our students 
are very blessed to have such wonderful adults in their lives"

We keep a very busy schedule in youth ministry and do our best to be good stewards of the time that we get with 
our students.  We want any student that wants to participate to be able to do so, regardless of money.  However, we 
have students struggling ! nancially to participate in some of our trips this summer.  If you would like to help us to 
be able to provide scholarships to these students please let us know.
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Summer Fun Days Continue In July
There’s still time to register for FFUMC’s summer 
program open to ages two through four.  Summer Fun 
Days meet on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. - 
12 p.m.  The cost is $15 per day, per child.  Spaces are 
awarded on a ! rst-come, ! rst-serve basis.  Below are the 
themes for each day:

July 5 - No Program Due to Holiday
July 6 - Dinosaur Day
July 12 & 13 - Bubbles, Bubbles Everywhere
July 19 & 20 - End of Summer Celebration

Registration forms are at the church of! ce and Welcome 
Center.  For questions, please contact Drew Greenberg 
at:  dgreenberg@fayetteville! rst.com or 770-719-9421, 
ext. 101.  We hope to see you this summer"

Zumba Continues This Month!
Join us this summer as we add a new exercise class to 
our recreation program, Zumba"  This class combines 
Latin and International music with a fun and effective 
workout system.  It’s time to ditch the workout, and 
join the party"  Two 5-week sessions are meeting 
currently, but it’s not too late to join.  The ! rst meets 
on Wednesday mornings, 9:15-10:15 a.m.  The second 
session meets on Tuesday evenings, 6 - 7 p.m.  Each 
class is $2 payable to FFUMC.  Contact Kristin Heiden 
to register:  kheiden@fayetteville! rst.com.  Please 
let Kristin know when you register if you will need 
childcare.

Body Recall Session Begins July 6
Do you want to regain or maintain your # exibility, 
strength and balance?  Body Recall is the ! tness program 
for you.  This unique exercise and wellness education 
program focuses on gentle movement speci! cally 
designed to minimize risk, discomfort and injury.  It is 
bene! cial to people of all ages and all levels of physical 
activity.  Classes meet Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Sessions last 10 
weeks and the cost is $50 per session or $2 per class.  
Body Recall is taught by a certi! ed instructor.  Freida 
Everritt will teach this summer session.  Call Joyce or 
Kristin at the church of! ce for more informaton. Come, 
give it a try"

United Methodist Men Meeting
The UMM monthly meeting will be held Wednesday, July 
6  at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowhip Hall.  Don Germano is 

the guest speaker and all men are invited to attend.

Ready to take Disciple to the next level?
All participants in the Disciple Bible study series are 
encouraged to not only learn more about the Bible but 
to develop leadership skills so that they may pass on 
their knowledge through leading a Disciple class.  This 
can be an intimidating task for some, but it doesn’t 
have to be"  The North Georgia Annual Conference is 
offering a Disciple teacher training on Saturday, July 16 
from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Peachtree Road UMC.  If you are 
interested in attending the training or have questions, 
contact Kristin Heiden:  kheiden@fayetteville! rst.com.  
All costs will be covered by the church.

Follow Your Own Beat at Summer Music Camp
Let’s make some music this summer at music camp 
July 11 - 15.  Rising kindergartners through rising 
sixth graders are invited to learn about strings, wind 
instruments, singing, rhythm and more.  We’ll meet every 
day from 9 a.m. to noon.  Tuition is $60 for the week.  
Brochures are in the kiosks or you can email or call Joan 
Aycock at aycockmusic@yahoo.com or 770-460-0053. 

Fayetteville First UMW Unit Goal  
“Our goal shall be to ful! ll the purpose of United 
Methodist Women by expanding the concepts of mission 
and energizing the members to be more involved in 
mission through prayer, bible study, continued education, 
and action”.  If you would like additional information 
on UMW Circle Groups, meeting dates and times 
please contact Sharron Singletary at (404) 372-4295 
or sing1234@bellsouth.net.  You do not have to be a 
member at Fayetteville First in order to join a UMW 
Circle Group.  Day and evening Circle Group meetings 
are available.


