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     And so we stand in the week between.  Christmas is being packed away (except for those ornament hooks that 
will turn up for months), and a new year stands before us.  It’s that odd time.  One day gives way to the next, as 
they always do, but now the days groan like gears, turning, moving, ready to reveal the new.  Like a watch calendar 
at 11 p.m., time hangs in-between; one year blurring into another.

     It isn’t that life is changing really; days are days, after all, and life is life.  And yet we always make a big deal of it, 
as though changing a number—from 2011 to 2012—can somehow change our lives.  It’s silly, of course, yet there 
is indeed something mysterious, even powerful, in the turn of a calendar page.  How can we not wonder what the 
fresh year will bring?  How can we not hope that the changes to come will be positive, that the future, represented 
by all those numbered squares on pages, will be brighter somehow … even as we entertain a few quiet fears as well?
     
     From here it is easy to see what has passed, what has changed since last December 31, and from here we would 
like to think we can somehow catch a glimpse of what is to be in 2012.  But our vision fails us.
     
     As the Preacher says of the human condition, “[God] has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has 
put a sense of past and future into [human] minds, yet they cannot ! nd out what God has done from the beginning 
to the end” (Eccles. 3:11).
 
     We stand at the great continental divide, where the year that has been " ows away, and the year to come moves 
before us, but even from here we can see little more than we could yesterday or the day before.  Still, we can see 
enough.

     God forgives; God renews; God offers new hope.  On December 31 those are good truths to remember.  All of 
time is embraced in the grace of the Lord who comes into our midst at Christmas.  Even the broken days of the past 
can be redeemed, while the blessings that have been can continue to enrich our lives.  And as for the future that lies 
ahead, we can know so little except for this: The God of love and mercy and forgiveness awaits us there, too, and 
would ! ll our days with grace discovered and grace shared.

                                                                       Here at Fayetteville First we begin the year together.  I hope to 
                                                                       see you in worship; I hope to share with you in study; I hope to 
                                                                       rejoice with you in moments of celebration; with you I look 
                                                                       forward to following Christ into God’s new day.

The Year’s Gears Turn
Mark Westmoreland

Candlelight Concert, Dinner & Silent 
Auction Thanks Sponsors

Thank you to everyone who made the Christmas event a success.  
One hundred percent of the proceeds bene! ted the FFUMC 
Preschool Scholarship Program, Meals on Wheels and the 2012 Belize 
Mission Trip.  We’d like to extend a special thank you to the following:

Corporate Sponsors
Brent Scarbrough & Company

Chick-! l-A Corporate
Chick-! l-A Dwarf House (Fayetteville)

City Cafe & Bakery
Prime Financial (Jolene & Alfred Dingler)

Right on Thyme
Patron Sponsors

Vicki & Tommy Turner
Joyce & Cleve Kiser

Sharron & John Singletary
Joyce Beverly
Alice Mallory

Lynne & Gary Wood



In Sympathy:
-  Mr. and Mrs. Rob Lally upon the death of Stephanie’s stepfather, Reuben Brown, on September 13.
-  Mr. and Mrs. Ric Williams and family upon the death of Ric’s grandmother, Maxine Causey, on November 19.
-  Mr. and Mrs. Will Patrick and family upon the death of Will’s mother, Alice Patrick, on November 21.
-  Mr. and Mrs. Dave Ray upon the death of Jeffre’s mother, Louise Agnew, on December 4.
-  Mr. and Mrs. Joe Byers and family upon the death of Joe’s mother, Virginia Velander, on December 11.
-  Mr. and Mrs. Don Saunders and family upon the death of Norma’s sister, Kathy Byler, on December 11.  Kathy 
   also was the aunt of Cindy Wood and Dennis Saunders.
-  Mr. and Mrs. Don Karwisch and family upon the death of Judy’s father, Cecil Farmer, on December 11.
-  Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Yates upon the death of Alicia’s cousin, Walt Boswell of Montgomery, on December 11.
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Church Membership:   2046

About Our Church Family Missions & Outreach
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 

Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into his harvest ! eld.” 

                                                                                                          Matthew 9:37-38

Save the Date!

Great Day of Service
April 14, 2012

Last Chance to Become Part of the 2012 Belize Mission Team
Jesus spent much of His time among the poor and marginalized.  He called on us to do unto the least of these as 
we would do unto Him.  There is an incredible opportunity to turn that command into action with your church 
family as we serve in Belize this summer.  We will stay in a hotel in Belize City and commute to the small 3rd 
world village of Maskall during the day where we will engage in projects for children, sports, construction, leading 
worship, and medical missions.  We are partnering once again with our friends at Praying Pelican Missions (www.
prayingpelicanmissions.org).  Our last meeting before establishing our team will be on Sunday, January 8, following 
the 11 a.m. worship in the Fellowship Hall.   Also, this is our deadline to give us your signed covenant and $50 
deposit.  Pray about whether God may be calling you to be a part of this team.  Do not let money or other 
distractions stop you!  This will be an opportunity that will provide you with a lifetime of memories!  If you would 
like to be added to our potential team email list, or if you have any questions about the trip and being a part of the 
team, please email Chris at cmucha@fayetteville" rst.com. 

Give the Gift of Life
The next Red Cross blood drive is Sunday, January 8, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m., in the Family Life Center.  Register to donate 
by contacting Tommy Webb at: webbs4@bellsouth.net.

Fifth Thursday at SafeHouse Outreach
Thank you to Randy Riddell and all those who helped with preparing, delivering, and serving dinner to the clients at 
SafeHouse in December.   We will serve dinner and lead worship again on March 29.  Anyone can help by assisting 
with food preparation, making a " nancial donation, or serving, visiting, and worshipping with clients.  Contact Chris 
Mucha for more information.

You’re Angels
Thank you to everyone who adopted a child through our Angel Tree!  Your generosity brought joy to 40 children 
and youth from DFACs and Fayette Youth Protection Homes.  A special thank you to both the Parrish Sunday 
School Class for overseeing this project and the Cornerstone Sunday School Class for organizing and hosting their 
Christmas party for the families of foster children. 

Pray for Our Missionaries
Please remember our Missionaries during this Holy Season by praying for them  and sending Christmas greetings:

• Dr. June Hanks, Director of Advantage - The Advantage Program makes arti" cial limbs and braces for persons 
with limb loss and disability.  The team works in several hospitals and at the Mother Teresa home, which houses 
more than 100 children with disabilities.  Email June at:  jhanks@medicalteams.org.

• The Kents, with the Navigators, are ministering in an undisclosed location. Email cpamrb6@gmail.com to 
receive the Kents newsletter.

• Elliott, Katherine, and Cason Stotler with the Mission Society in South Africa.  Follow their ministry at www.
stotlersinafrica.blogspot.com or email them at: stotlersinafrica@gmail.com.

Keep Them In Your Prayers:

Louise Barrett
Joel Blalock
Brylee Bostedt
Elizabeth Brewer
James Brown
Johnny Brown
Shirley Brown

Carolyn Croft
Annette Evans
John Evans
Jim Friday
Lloyd Groover
Annis Harrell
Mike Lashley

Bonnie McCraw
Hazel Mitchell
Lurlene Perry
Mary Pierson
Elaine Pitner
Martha Shelnutt
Wallace Taylor

Miriam Tingle
Ed Travis
Connie Warren
Bill Weinmeister
Eleanor Wiley
Brad Wilkinson

Donations

A donation to the Building Fund has been given by the Seasoned Singers to say thank you to Jill and Tom Robin-
son and Janie Raines for all they do for them.

A donation to the Building Fund has been given in honor of Doris Kerlin and Ed Travis by the Fellowship/
Discipleship Class.

Note of Thanks
Thank you for the cards and caring about me.  It was 
nice to be remembered.  Thank you to Sara James and 
Dee Sharp for bringing us the Wednesday Night Supper.  
Again, all was appreciated.
Elaine Pitner

No words can express our family’s gratitude for your 
love and support during these past weeks after my 
mother’s death.  Thank you for your prayers, cards, food, 
and presence.  It is a blessing to be part of a church 
family like the one we have here at FFUMC.
Mark Martin and Family

In Memoriam:       
  Reuben Brown Maxine Jones Causey  Virginia Velander
         September 13, 2011       November 19, 2011          December 11, 2011



us for our trespasses of the day, helping us as we look to another day and ways we can be better, and thanking God 
for the blessings we have received.  Discover together as a family the reason we pray these words every week.
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Kristin’s Kids Korner
One of my favorite moments in worship comes at the end of the 
pastoral prayer when the congregation unites its voices in the words 
of the Lord’s Prayer.  A highlight for me each Sunday is hearing the 
youngest of voices reciting the prayer with both con! dence and 
sincerity.  Beginning this month, the children in Wonders of Worship 
will take a closer look at the Lord’s Prayer, as they break it down, 
line by line, to discover the meaning behind the words we speak 
every week.  Take some time to talk to your child about the prayer 
and help them to begin to recite the prayer outside of church.  Use 
the prayer as a guide for family prayer time, asking God to forgive 

Senior Adult Ministries
Titus II  

“Set an example by doing what is good”—Titus 2:7

Invite a friend to join you for lunch and make your reservation by calling Evelyn Starling, 770-716-3744, by noon on 
Thursday prior to the meeting.  Lunch is $6.00.  Note:  If you make a meal reservation but are not able to attend, please 
kindly pay for your lunch as Titus II has to pay for all meal reservations.

Tuesday, January 3:  Avoiding Identity Theft by the Senior Education Seminar 
Menu:  Vegetable Soup, Baked Sweet Potato, Salad, Corn Bread & Dessert
Tuesday, February 7:  A Visit From John Wesley a.k.a. Don Germano  

S. A.G.E. (Senior Adults Going Everywhere)
In January, we will travel to Columbus to visit The National Infantry Museum and Soldier Center at Patriot Park.  This 
museum, which receives Trip Advisor’s highest rating, contains one of the largest collections of military art and artifacts, 
and follows the steps of the American Infantryman soldier across two centuries.  While there, we will enjoy an IMAX 
movie and dine at the Fife & Drum Restaurant.  

Date:     Friday, January 27
Cost:   $15 includes museum, guided tour and IMAX movie,
             plus lunch in the Fife & Drum Restaurant
Times:   Depart at 8:00 a.m. and return at 5:00 p.m.

Upcoming S.A.G.E. Trips
February:  Tellus Science Museum, Cartersville

Trip dates are subject to change and dependent on driver availability and 15 person minimum.

Spring/Summer 2012 Program Guides Now Available
Program Guides for the Spring and Summer will be mailed the ! rst week in January.  If you do not receive one, be 
sure to pick up a copy from the Welcome Center or the kiosks around the church.  The Program Guide has all the 
information about special events, regular programs, and notable dates for the coming months.

Children’s Programs Resume January 4
Regular children’s programs, including choir, discovery, bells, chimes, and FLIP resume on Wednesday, January 4.

Children’s Music Participates in Worship
On Sunday, January 22, the Children’s Chimes and Handbells will participate in the 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship 
services.  The Sonshine Singers will participate in the 9:45 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services.

[w]holy living: Adult Ministry Opportunities
[w]holy living invites everyone to explore what it means to offer our whole selves to God and allow God to transform us 
into God's holy image.   As the guiding principle for our Adult Education and Formation Program, the church will provide 
opportunities for adults to learn what it means to offer our minds, our hearts, our bodies, and our gifts to God.

Beginnings:   A Study of Christian Faith with Mark Westmoreland
Have you ever found yourself asking, “Who is Jesus and why should I care?”  Or maybe, “Can I trust God?”  
What about, “How does God speak to me?”  Join Mark Westmoreland in this study for new Christians, as well 
as seasoned believers, who have questions about the basics of the Christian Faith.  The class will run 16 weeks, 
beginning Wednesday, January 4, and ending on March 28.  Cost of materials is $10.

Spiritual Parenting:   An Awakening for Today’s Families
It’s hard enough to train kids to behave, but good behavior isn’t what Jesus calls for in the Bible.  God wants hearts 
and souls that are shaped in vibrant faith and love toward Himself and others.  Michelle Anthony calls us as parents 
to depend upon God for our children’s spiritual and moral development.  Join together with other parents in study 
and discussion on how we create environments that allow our children to experience God’s presence in their lives.  
The class will meet for six weeks beginning Wednesday, January 11, at 6:15 p.m.  Cost of materials is $15.

Praying in Color: Drawing a New Path to God
Maybe you love color.  Maybe you hunger to know God better.  Maybe you are a visual or kinesthetic learner, a 
distractible or impatient soul, or a word-weary pray-er.  This new prayer form can take as little or as much time 
as you have or want to commit.  Any time, anywhere.  Drawing is half the prayer, the other half is transporting the 
visual memories or actual images with you to pray throughout the day.  Join Joan Aycock as you discover a new 
avenue of prayer and spiritual journaling.  Classes will meet on Mondays from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. beginning January 23, 
for four weeks.  The cost of materials is $20 and includes the book, a journal and colored pencils.

Youth News
Your Presence Matters!!!
Have you ever noticed that there are NO stock family photos with teenagers in them?  I am sick of our culture 
communicating to our teens that their presence no longer matters in our families.  I am tired of a culture that 
tells our parents that their presence no longer matters in the lives of their teens.  This is not what God intended.  
We would like to invite all families of youth to join us for our Renovatus Retreat.  YOUR PRESENCE MATTERS"  
This retreat will be focused on taking time to allow God to speak through our families to help create a spiritual 
bridge between parents and guardians and their students.  We will be staying at the beautiful Laguna Beach Retreat 
in Panama City, FL, January 13 - 16.  We will do everything in our power to have EVERY family in our ministry 
participate.  Your family IS WORTH one weekend to set aside and explore God’s presence together.  This will not be 
a retreat where we tell you how to do family or faith.  We will create environments to allow God to speak to us and 
we will set aside space to listen.  Many of our classic elements of our past retreats will still be there for our students, 
and there will be some special times for our adults.  Even the children’s presence matters on this retreat as there 
will be activities for them throughout the weekend as well.  Register in the Welcome Center or by emailing Chris at: 
cmucha@fayetteville! rst.com.  

Journey is Getting a Face Lift
Our Sunday evening Bible study has morphed into something a little different and we are embracing the movement.  
It is now more of an alternative intimate worship experience.  Creative worship elements including Taize, lectio 
divina, response, and more are experienced as we focus on God’s word as presented to us by our friends.  It is a truly 
special and powerful experience.  It also will be at a new secret location that will be revealed shortly"  Journey is 
open to all of our students in 8th grade and above.  
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Honorary Tea on Sunday, January 8
You are invited to attend a farewell tea honoring Mickey 
Seigle from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
The United Methodist Women are hosting this event in 
appreciation to Mickey for 31 years of service in every 
possible position within their organization.  She has set a 
wonderful example for all of us, and we will not be able 
to ! ll her shoes"  She will be sorely missed and we wish 
her God’s continued blessings as she begins this next 
phase of her life.  Please join us in showering Mickey 
with overwhelming love and blessings.  Gifts are not 
necessary.

United Methodist Men Meeting
The UMM monthly meeting will be held Wednesday, 
January 4  at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  It will be 
a business meeting to discuss plans or changes for the 
new year.

Add a Little Sweat to Your Weeknights With Our 
Fitness Classes
PiYo, Mondays from 7-8 p.m.  is designed to build 
strength and gain # exibility using pilates and yoga as a 
base. 
Zumba, Tuesdays from 6-7 p.m.  combines Latin and 
International music with a fun and effective workout 
system.  
Hip Hop Hustle, Thursdays from 6-7 p.m.  blends hip 
hop and dance moves, making them simple and easy to 
follow"  Come to learn the moves step by step and then 
put them together for a great, calorie-burning routine.
Instead of signing up for a particular class, you will be 
asked to purchase a ! tness punch card for $20 which 
will allow you to participate in 10 class sessions of 
any format. Cards will be kept at the church and the 
participant will simply punch his or her card before each 
class. Cards can be purchased from the church of! ce or 
during any of the ! tness classes.  Childcare is available 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Contact Kristin Heiden 
to register for the classes listed above at kheiden@
fayetteville! rst.com.  If there are classes you would like 
to see offered, please let her know as well.  

Next Body Recall Session Begins January 4
A new session of Body Recall begins on Wed., Jan. 4.  
Classes meet Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings 
in the fellowship hall from 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.  This 
is an educational and exercise program for people of all 
ages and all physical abilities.   This program is a great 
combination of fellowship, exercise and fun. 

New Stephen Ministers’ Training Class 
Stephen Ministry is our congregations one-on-one 
ministry of care to hurting people.  They listen, explore 
feelings, pray, share Christ’s love, maintain con! dentiality, 
and attend to the caregiving process, leaving the results 
to God.  They care for people who are going through 
personal crises or life transitions.  A new class will 
begin January 11. The training will consist of 25, two-
hour sessions. If you feel you have the gifts for this lay 
caring ministry and that God is calling you to commit to 
this ministry at this time, please speak with a Stephen 
Minister.  Applications are available in the church of! ce 
and Welcome Center and should be returned to Rev. 
Andone by January 3.

Azalea Estates Worship
FFUMC will lead worship at Azalea Estates on Sunday, 
January 29, at 10 a.m.  If you would like to help by 
greeting worshippers or singing, please arrive 15 minutes 
prior to worship.  Rev. Kristin Heiden will bring the 
message and Tom Robinson will serve as our pianist.

Christmas Marketplace Successful
The United Methodist Women would like to thank 
everyone who contributed to their pro! t of $8,760.  
This is a 23% increase from last year and our largest 
contribution ever"  The UMW offers a huge thank 
you to everyone who helped make the Christmas 
Marketplace such a wonderful success including Carol 
Key, Cindy Hall and Lana Ruppert; Judy Bates and Linda 
Smith with Bric-a-Brac; Tami Kemberling and Dottie 
Gray and their lunch helpers; donors for the Bric-a-Brac 
and Bake Sale; shoppers; and the workers who set up, 
cleaned and did countless other things.  

What’s for Supper?
January 4

BBQ Sandwich or Hot 
Dog/Baked Beans/French 
Fries/Salad or Chicken 
Tenders or Salad with 

Grilled Chicken/Dessert

January 18
Chili/Baked Potato/Salad 
or Chicken Tenders or 

Salad with Grilled 
Chicken/Bread/Dessert

January 11
Fried Chicken/Green 

Beans/Creamed 
Potatoes or Chicken 
Tenders or Salad with 

Grilled Chicken
Bread/Dessert

January 25
Country Fried Steak/Rice 
& Gravy/Green Beans or 
Chicken Tenders or Salad 

with Grilled Chicken
Bread/Dessert


