
Welcome to Worship    The Rev. Allyson Lawrence
Associate Minister

music of preparation                                                      Mr. Justin Maxey
 Director of Music & Organist

   

*call to Worship                                         Psalm 98: 1-4 The Rev. Dr. Thomas Martin and People
Senior Minister

Sing to the Lord a new song  
    because he has done wonderful things!
His own strong hand and his own holy arm
     have won the victory!
The Lord has made his salvation widely known;
    he has revealed his righteousness
    in the eyes of all the nations.
God has remembered his loyal love
    and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
    every corner of the earth has seen God’s salvation.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!

*hymn 246                                                            Joy to the World ANTIOCH

invocation                                                            Rev. Lawrence

affirmation of faith      Rev. Lawrence and People

We are not alone; we live in God’s world.
We believe in God: who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
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We trust in God. We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen.

Statement of faith of the United ChUrCh of Canada   Umh 883

*Gloria                           GLORIA

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

prayer of illumination                        Dr. Martin and People

Lord, open our hearts and minds
by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that, as the Scriptures are read
and your Word proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

first readinG                                                        Isaiah 52:7-10 Dr. Martin

 7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who 
brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8Listen! Your sentinels 
lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has 
redeemed Jerusalem. 10The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends 
of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.

Thanks be to God.

*hymn 224                                                 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  IN DULCI JUBILO

conGreGational notes, pastoral prayer & the lord's prayer   Dr. Martin

our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*hymn 240                                                   Hark! The Herald Angels Sing   MENDELSSOHN

*passinG of the peace                            Rev. Lawrence and People

Offer one another signs of reconciliation and love: 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 



offertory prayer  Rev. Lawrence

offertory                                               Mr. Maxey

*doxoloGy                                                      GREENSLEEVES

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

*hymn 206                                           I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  HOUSTON

children’s moment                      Dr. Martin

Children ages 4 years through 2nd grade are invited to attend Wonders of Worship in Room B225. 
Children 3rd grade and older are encouraged to stay in the sanctuary for the service. 

The nursery is available for infants through 3 years.

*Gospel readinG                                                       John 1:1-14 Dr. Martin

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 
the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.

 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into being 
through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.

Thanks be to God.

sermon                                                                   Come and See: The Light Rev. Lawrence

*hymn 251                                                    Go Tell It On The Mountain GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN

*Benediction     Rev. Lawrence

*postlude                                  Mr. Maxey
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