
Welcome to Worship    The Rev. Dr. Thomas Martin
Senior Minister

                                                                                                                                         

music of preparation                                      Deep River Mr. Michael O'Hearn, bass
     arr. Moses Hogan                                                 

                                                                                                                , 
Deep river, my home is over Jordan.

Deep river, Lord,  I want to cross over into campground.

Oh, don't you want to go to that gospel feast;
That promised land, where all is peace?

Deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into campground.

*call to Worship                                          Psalm 23 Rev. Allyson Lawrence and People
Associate Minister

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.   King James Version

*hymn 381                                            Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us BRADBURY

*affirmation of faith             Rev. Lawrence and People

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.                                                                                                             *universal         UMH 881

*Gloria patri                        MEINEKE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen.

Fayetteville First United Methodist Church
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT | 11:00 AM | MARCH 19, 2023

The Worship The Worship ofof God God



*passinG of the peace                            Dr. Martin and People

Offer one another signs of reconciliation and love: 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

prayer of illumination                        Rev. Lawrence and People

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

first readinG                                                        Ephesians 5:8-14 Rev. Lawrence

 8For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— 9for the 
fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the 
Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful 
even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ 
will shine on you.”

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.

Thanks be to God.

conGreGational notes, pastoral prayer & the lord's prayer   Rev. Lawrence

our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*hymn 551                                                                  Awake, O Sleeper    MARSH CHAPEL

*offertory prayer  Dr. Martin

offertory                                 The Lord Is My Shepherd from Requiem Chancel Choir
                               John Rutter Stephen Rotz, Guest Conductor

 The Lord is my shepherd, therefore can I lack nothing.
He shall feed me in a green pasture, and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.

He shall convert my soul and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness,
For his name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
For thou art with me: Thy rod and thy staff comfort me.

Thou shalt prepare a table for me against them that trouble me:
Thou hast anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full.

But thy loving kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.



*doxoloGy                                                    OLD 100th

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, 
ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

children’s moment                      Dr. Martin

Children ages 4 years through 2nd grade are invited to attend Wonders of Worship in Room B225. 
Children 3rd grade and older are encouraged to stay in the sanctuary for the service. 

The nursery is available for infants through 3 years.

*Gospel readinG                                                      John 9:24-41 Rev. Lawrence

 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory 
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How 
did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do 
you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, 
“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for 
this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! 
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen 
to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began 
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, 
he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach 
us?” And they drove him out.

 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said 
to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he 
worshiped him.

 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those 
who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we 
are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you 
say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.

Thanks be to God.

sermon                                                                   Dr. Martin

*hymn 128                                                  He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought  HE LEADETH ME

*Benediction     Dr. Martin

*postlude                                               Toccata Pontificale Mr. Justin Maxey
                                                                                                                     Gordon Young Director of Music & Organist

*Please stand in body or spirit.                  Congregational responses are in bold type.
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Please remember in your prayers:

Van Askew
Nancy Byers
Richard Clayton

Karen Davis
Martha Hale
Don Harp

Tangie Hubbard
Cindy Jennings
Doris Kerlin

Claudia Rhodes
Brenda Tierman
Helen Voyles

Our Christian prayers and sympathy are with
Charlotte McAdams and her family upon the death of her mother, Dorothy McDaniel, on March 12.
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