
THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Easter Sunday, April 9, 2023

Sunrise Service
Fayetteville First UMC 

GreetinG & Announcements     The Rev. Dr. Thomas Martin
Senior Minister

*cAll to Worship                      Dr. Martin and People

Early Christians affirmed their faith with the simple phrase:
Christ is Lord! 
Thanks be to God who conquers death and offers life. 
Let us join our voices in the reason for our faith, our hope, and our salvation: Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

*hymn                                                                             In the Garden GARDEN

I come to the garden alone,
While the dew is still on the roses,

And the voice I hear falling on my ear
The Son of God discloses.

Refrain:
And He walks with me, and He talks with me,

And He tells me I am His own;
And the joy we share as we tarry there,

None other has ever known.

He speaks, and the sound of His voice
Is so sweet the birds hush their singing,

And the melody that He gave to me
Within my heart is ringing.

Christ Is Risen



 I’d stay in the garden with Him,
Though the night around me be falling,

But He bids me go; through the voice of woe
His voice to me is calling.

*invocAtion                                                           Dr. Martin

*AffirmAtion of fAith                     The Apostles’ Creed Dr. Martin and People

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.     *universal         UMH 881

*pAssinG of the peAce                           Dr. Martin and People
Offer one another signs of reconciliation and love: 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

pAstorAl prAyer And the lord’s prAyer  Dr. Martin

our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Gospel reAdinG                                                       John 20:1-18 Dr. Martin

 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we 
do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the 
tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the 
cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 
8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet 
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to 
their homes.

 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 
12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head 
and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 
Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 



God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them 
that he had said these things to her.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.

Thanks be to God.

sermon                                                              Dr. Martin

*hymn                                                                                 He Lives ACKLEY

I serve a risen Saviour, He’s in the world today;
I know that He is living, whatever foes may say.
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer,
And just the time I need Him, He’s always near.

 
He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), Christ Jesus lives today!

He walks with me and talks with me
Along life’s narrow way.

He lives (He lives), He lives (He lives), salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives?

He lives within my heart.
 

In all the world around me I see His loving care,
And though my heart grows weary I never will despair.

I know that He is leading through all the stormy blast;
The day of His appearing will come at last.

 Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, lift up your voice and sing
Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus Christ, the King!

The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find;
None other is so loving, so good and kind. 

*Benediction     Dr. Martin
May the peace of Christ go with you wherever he may send you.

May he guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm.
May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you.

May he bring you home rejoicing once again into our arms.

*Please stand in body or spirit.                  Congregational responses are in bold type.
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