
Welcome to Worship    The Rev. Dr. Thomas Martin
Senior Minister

music of preparation                             Like a River Glorious  Mr. Marty Alexander
arr. Raymond H. Haan                                                                      Guest organist

 

*call to Worship                                       Psalm 124  The Rev. Allyson Lawrence and People
Associate Minister

If it had not been the LORD who was on our side -- let Israel now say --
if it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when our enemies attacked us,
then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their anger was kindled against us;
then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have gone over us;
then over us would have gone the raging waters.
Blessed be the LORD, who has not given us as prey to their teeth.
We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; 
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.

*hymn 369                                                           Blessed Assurance ASSURANCE

*affirmation of faith             Rev. Lawrence and People

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only 
Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.                                                                                                             *universal         UMH 881

*Gloria patri                        MEINEKE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen.

*passinG of the peace                            Dr. Martin and People

Offer one another signs of reconciliation and love: 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

         

Fayetteville First United Methodist Church
13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  | 11:00 AM | August 27, 2023

The Worship of GodThe Worship of God



prayer of illumination             Rev. Lawrence and People

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

first readinG                                                   Romans 12:1-8 Rev. Lawrence

 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will 
of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among 
you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each 
according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, 
and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to 
us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in 
exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.
Thanks be to God.

conGreGational notes, pastoral prayer & the lord's prayer  Rev. Lawrence

our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*hymn 395                                                           Take Time to Be Holy HOLINESS

*offertory prayer  Dr. Martin

offertory                                                   Jesus, I Am Resting       Brian and Nancy Lindsey
arr. Ovid Young

                                                   

*doxoloGy                                                    OLD 100th

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, 
ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

children’s moment                      Dr. Martin

Children ages 4 years through 2nd grade are invited to attend Wonders of Worship in Room B225. 
Children 3rd grade and older are encouraged to stay in the sanctuary for the service. 

The nursery is available for infants through 3 years.

*Gospel readinG                                                 Matthew 16:13-20 Rev. Lawrence

 13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and 



still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 
18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 
will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.

Thanks be to God.

sermon                                                             Dr. Martin

*hymn 399                                                       Take My Life and Let It Be  MESSIAH

*Benediction     Dr. Martin
May the peace of Christ go with you wherever He may send you.

May He guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm.
May He bring you home rejoicing at the wonders He has shown you.

May He bring you home rejoicing once again into our arms.

*postlude                                           Fanfare on WEBB  Mr. Alexander
 arr. Gordon Young

*Please stand in body or spirit.                  Congregational responses are in bold type.
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Please remember in your prayers:

Our Christian prayers and sympathy are with
Gil and Tammy Cook and family upon the death of Gil's father, Gilbert Lewis Cook, on August  18.
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