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C O 20th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST |11:00 AM | October 15,2023

Music oF PREPARATION Sicilienne Mr. Nick Bowden
Maria-Theresa von Paradis Director of Music & Organist
WELcoME TO WORSHIP The Rev. Dr. Thomas Martin

Senior Minister

INTROIT All That Hath Life and Breath Chancel Choir
Rene' Clausen

*Hymn 102 Now Thank We All Our God NUN DANKET

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Rev. Allyson Lawrence and People

Associate Minister

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only
Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen. *universal ~UMH 881

*GLORIA PATRI MEINEKE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE Dr. Martin and People

Offer one another signs of reconciliation and love:
“The peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you.”

PRrRAYER OF [LLUMINATION Rev. Lawrence and People

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that, as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed,
we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

FirsT READING Philippians 4:1-9 Rev. Lawrence

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the
Lord in this way, my beloved. %I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes,




and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work
of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. °Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord
is near. °Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. ”And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. éFinally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there

is any excellence and if there is any thing worthy of praise, think about these things. °’Keep on doing the
things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with
you.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.
Thanks be to God.

CoNGREGATIONAL NOTES, PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LoRD's PRAYER Rev. Lawrence

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we for-
give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn 472 Near to the Heart of God MCcAFEE

*OFFERTORY PRAYER Dr. Martin

OFFERTORY Immortal, Invisible Chancel Choir
Eric Thiman

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the ancient of days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as night,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might.
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life thou givest, to both great and small,
in all life thou livest, the true life of all.
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree
and wither and perish, but nought changeth thee.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight.
All laud we would render, O help us to see
‘tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.
Amen.

*DoxoLoGY OLD 100th

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above,
ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



CHILDREN'S MOMENT Dr. Martin

Children ages 4 years through 2nd grade are invited to attend Wonders of Worship in Room B225.
Children 3rd grade and older are encouraged to stay in the sanctuary for the service.
The nursery is available for infants through 3 years.

*GosPEL READING Matthew 22:1-14 Rev. Lawrence

Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ?“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. *He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited
to the wedding banquet, but they would not come. “Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who
have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered,
and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet. °But they made light of it and went away, one
to his farm, another to his business, *while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them.
’The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. éThen he
said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. °Go therefore into the main
streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet. *°Those slaves went out into the streets
and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. *“But
when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe,
Zand he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless.
BThen the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. **For many are called, but few are chosen.”

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.

Thanks be to God.
SERMON Dr. Martin
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Psalm 106:1-5 Dr. Martin and People

Praise the LORD! O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,; for his steadfast love endures forever.
Who can utter the mighty doings of the LORD, or declare all his praise?
Happy are those who observe justice, who do righteousness at all times.
Remember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your people; help me when you deliver them;
that I may see the prosperity of your chosen ones,
that I may rejoice in the gladness of your nation,
that I may glory in your heritage.

*Hymn 160 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart MARION

*BENEDICTION Dr. Martin
May the peace of Christ go with you wherever He may send you.
May He guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm.
May He bring you home rejoicing at the wonders He has shown you.
May He bring you home rejoicing once again into our arms.

*POSTLUDE Toccata Mr. Bowden
Eugene Gigout

*Please stand in body or spirit. Congregational responses are in bold type.



Please remember in your prayers:

Van Askew Martha Hale Jerry Light Margaret Whitaker
Nancy Byers Don Harp Ingrid Shields Paul Wiley
Richard Clayton Tangie Hubbard Brenda Tierman
Karen Davis Cindy Jennings Helen Voyles
Robbie Gray Doris Kerlin Julie Watson
QR Code to QR Code for Online Giving: onrealm.org/FFUMC/give QR Code for
CONNECT WEEKENDER GIVING

Scripture quotations from New Revised Standard Version
EQ’E’%‘E Hymns: Copyright 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House
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