
Music of Preparation                                     Trio      	  Nicholas Bowden
        Gustav Merkel                                         Director of Music & Organist

Introit                                                  Make a Joyful Noise          	 The Chancel Choir
John Ness Beck  

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord all ye lands! Serve the Lord with gladness. 
Come before his presence with singing. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving and into his courts 

with praise.                               

Welcome to Worship  	 The Rev. Drew West
Minister of Children and Families

*Processional Hymn 139               Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                          LOBE DEN HERREN  
  

*Invitation, Confession, & Pardon            	 Rev. West and People
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.
Let us pray together: 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love,

	 we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All pray in silence.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward 
us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.

*Gloria Patri                       	 MEINEKE

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  Amen.

*Passing of the Peace                         	   Rev. West and People
Offer one another signs of reconciliation and love: 
“The peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 
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Congregational Notes                                               	 The Rev. Charles Robinson
Minister of Nuture

Pastoral Prayer 		  Rev. Robinson

Offertory                                        I'm Trying to Be Like Jesus  	 Mr. Bowden
arr. Barlow Bradford

*Doxology	                                                   	 OLD 100th

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him 
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Children’s Moment                                              	 The Rev. Drew West

Children are invited to return to seats after Children's Moment.
No Wonders of Worship today as we celebrate Communion together.

Prayer of Illumination                                            	 Rev. Robinson

Come, divine Interpreter,
Open our eyes to your truth, and our hearts to obey your Word
that we may share in your glory and reign with you forever. Amen.   
		  - Charles Wesley, 1762  (UMH 594) Adapted by Rev. Drew West

Scripture Lesson                                        Matthew 2:1-12			                      Rev. Robinson	

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we ob-
served his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he 
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 
by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd 
my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search dili-
gently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage.”
9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had 
seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not 
to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.
Thanks be to God.



Sermon                                             Series: "Let Heaven and Nature Sing"                  The Rev. Kaylen Short
                                                              Sermon: "We Three Kings"	                               Senior Minister                                      

The Great Thanksgiving 	 .
The Lord be with you.   And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,  always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
God Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.

...And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves 
in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of 
Christ, redeemed by his blood.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Holy Communion                            	    Gluten-free elements are available upon request at the chancel.

You are invited to contribute to the Benevolence Fund by leaving an offering 
on the chancel rail. These funds are used to assist those in need.

*Hymn 254                                                 We Three Kings	 KINGS OF ORIENT



*Benediction						      Rev. Short

*Choral Response						      Chancel Choir

*Postlude                                                      Rondeau          	  Mr. Bowden
 Henry Purcell                                            

*Please stand in body or spirit.                 	 Congregational responses are in bold type.
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Please remember in your prayers:

Karen Davis
Martha Hale

Tangie Hubbard
Maeva Lopez

Dick Webb
Paul Wiley

The flowers in the sanctuary are presented to the glory of God 
and in memory of Steve McAdams by his wife, Charlotte McAdams and family

The rosebud on the sanctuary altar is in honor of the birth of Pauline Lucille Schott 
on December 4th, 2025 to parents Rachel and Richard Schott and is given by proud 
grandparents Larry and Becky Voyles.
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