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Week of October 11, 2021 
 

Mark 10:35-45 

 

35 James and John, Zebedee’s sons, came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, we want you to do for us 

whatever we ask.” 
 

36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 
 

37 They said, “Allow one of us to sit on your right and the other on your left when you enter your 

glory.” 
 

38 Jesus replied, “You don’t know what you’re asking! Can you drink the cup I drink or receive the 

baptism I receive?” 
 

39 “We can,” they answered.  
 

Jesus said, “You will drink the cup I drink and receive the baptism I receive, 40 but to sit at my right or 

left hand isn’t mine to give. It belongs to those for whom it has been prepared.” 
 

41 Now when the other ten disciples heard about this, they became angry with James and 

John. 42 Jesus called them over and said, “You know that the ones who are considered the rulers by 

the Gentiles show off their authority over them and their high-ranking officials order them 

around. 43 But that’s not the way it will be with you. Whoever wants to be great among you will be 

your servant. 44 Whoever wants to be first among you will be the slave of all, 45 for the Human 

One[a] didn’t come to be served but rather to serve and to give his life to liberate many people.” 

 

Had you been among the Twelve, what might you have thought? Would you declare yourself ready 

for whatever demands faith placed upon you? Would you happily accept a ‘secondary’ role as servant 

rather than ruler? Would you resent or welcome the idea of relinquishing your personal desires to 

God rather than pursuing them as you wish? Do you see any application of these questions in your 

life today? 

Ponder these questions and share as you are comfortable: 

• What known sins have you committed since our last meeting? 

• What temptations have you met with? 

• How were you delivered? 

• What have you thought, said, or done, of which you doubt whether it be sin or 

not? 

• Have you nothing you desire to keep secret? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010%3A35-45&version=NIV;CEB#fen-CEB-24627a

