LENT IN THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Fayetteville First UMC
R EA & Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 27, 2022
11:00 am

GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS The Rev. Dr. Thomas Martin
Senior Minister

MUuSIC OF PREPARATION Wondrous Love Medley Mr. Justin Maxey
arr. Marilynn Ham Director of Music & Organist
*CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 32:7-11 The Rev. Allyson Lawrence and People

Associate Minister
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. Selah
I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,
else it will not stay near you.
Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD.
Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

*HymnN 161 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart VINEYARD HAVEN
*INVOCATION Rev. Lawrence
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed Rev. Lawrence and People

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son

our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy *catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. *universal ~ UMH 881
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*GLORIA PATRI MEINEKE
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE Dr. Martin and People
Offer one another signs of reconciliation and love:
“The peace of Christ be with you.” “And also with you.”

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Rev. Lawrence and People

Lord, open our hearts and minds

by the power of your Holy Spirit,

that, as the Scriptures are read

and your Word proclaimed,

we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

FIRST READING 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 Rev. Lawrence

5From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. '’So if anyone is in Christ, there is a
new creation: everything old has passed away, see, everything has become new! '*All this is from God, who
reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; “that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. *°So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. > For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.
Thanks be to God.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Lawrence

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HymnN 292 What Wondrous Love is This WONDROUS LOVE
OFFERTORY PRAYER Dr. Martin
OFFERTORY Come to the Water Chancel Choir

Linda Hassler Nancy Lindsey, soloist

O let all who thirst, let them come to the water.

And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord:
without money, without price. Why should you pay the price,
except for the Lord?

And let all who seek, let them come to the water.

And let all who have nothing, let them come to the Lord:
without money, without strife. Why should you spend your life,
except for the Lord?



And let all who toil, let them come to the water.
And let all who are weary, let them come to the Lord:
all who labor, without rest.

How can your soul find rest, except for the Lord?
And let all the poor, let them come to the water,
Bring the ones who are laden, bring them all to the Lord:
bring the children without might.

Easy the load and light: come to the Lord.

*DOXOLOGY OLD 100th
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Dr. Martin

Children ages 4 years through 2nd grade are invited to attend Wonders of Worship in Room B2235.
Children 3rd grade and older are encouraged to stay in the sanctuary for the service.
The nursery is available for infants through 3 years.

*(GOSPEL READING Luke 15:1-3, 11b-24 Dr. Martin

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the
scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this
parable:

"Then Jesus said, ““There was a man who had two sons. *The younger of them said to his father

‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. '*4
few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered
his property in dissolute living. ""When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. °So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. '“He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs
were eating; and no one gave him anything. '’But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my fathers
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! "*I will get up and go to my
father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; °I am no longer worthy to
be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’?°So he set off and went to his father. But while he
was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and
kissed him. ' Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, I am no longer
worthy to be called your son.’*’But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and
put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat
and celebrate; **for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to
celebrate.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON No Handholding Kumbaya The Rev. Brian Tillman
Inclusion & Advocacy
UMC North Geogia Conference

*HymnN 359 At the Cross HUDSON



*BENEDICTION Dr. Martin
May the peace of Christ go with you wherever he may send you.
May he guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm.
May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you.
May he bring you home rejoicing once again into our arms.
*POSTLUDE Toccata in E Minor Mr. Maxey
Johann Pachelbel
*Please stand in body or spirit. Congregational responses are in bold type.
Please remember in your prayers:
Van Askew Margaret Grainger Cindy Jennings Helen Voyles
Annelle Burch Martha Hale Sara Johnston Mabel Wilbanks
Nancy Byers Don Harp Doris Kerlin Brad Wilkinson
Richard Clayton Chenelle Hernandez Claudia Rhodes
Anne Free Tangie Hubbard Brenda Tierman
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