LENT | THE WORSHIP OF GOD
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R EA First Sunday of Lent
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GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS The Rev. Allyson Lawrence
Associate Minister

MUuSIC OF PREPARATION When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Mr. Justin Maxey
arr. Don Wyrtzen Director of Music & Organist
*CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 91:11-16 Rev. Lawrence and People

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.

On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.

You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot.
Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who know my name.

When they call to me, [ will answer them; I will be with them in trouble,

I will rescue them and honor them.

With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my salvation.

*HymnN 116 The God of Abraham Praise LEONI

*INVOCATION The Rev. Dr. Thomas Martin
Senior Minister

*INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON Rev. Lawrence and People

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.

Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Let us pray together:

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
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We have not done your will,
we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

All pray in silence.

Hear the good news:

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Olffer one another signs of reconciliation and love:
“The peace of Christ be with you.” “And also with you.”

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Rev. Lawrence and People

Lord, open our hearts and minds

by the power of your Holy Spirit,

that, as the Scriptures are read

and your Word proclaimed,

we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Rev. Lawrence

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess,
and you possess it, and settle in it, *you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you
harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place
that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. *You shall go to the priest who is in office at
that time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord
swore to our ancestors to give us.” *When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the
altar of the Lord your God, *you shall make this response before the Lord your God: “A wandering Aramean
was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a
great nation, mighty and populous. *When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard
labor on us, "we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction,
our toil, and our oppression. *The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,
with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders, *and he brought us into this place and gave us
this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. '°So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O
Lord, have given me.” You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God.
"Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty
that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.
Thanks be to God.

PASTORAL PRAYER Dr. Martin



OFFERTORY When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Chancel Choir
arr. Gilbert Martin

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood.

See from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all..

*DOXOLOGY OLD 100th
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT Dr. Martin

Children are invited to return to seats.
No Wonders of Worship today as we celebrate Communion together.

*(GOSPEL READING Luke 4:1-13 Rev. Lawrence

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness,
‘where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were
over, he was famished. *The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a
loaf of bread.” *Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” *Then the devil led
him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. ‘And the devil said to him, “To you I will
give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. "If you,
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” %Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God,
and serve only him.’” *Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,
saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, '°for it is written, ‘He will command
his angels concerning you, to protect you, 'and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not
dash your foot against a stone.’” *Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.”” BWhen the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.

May God bless the hearing of this scripture.

Thanks be to God.
SERMON Lent in Real Life: Temptation Dr. Martin
SACRAMENT OF HoLy COMMUNION See insert

*HyYMN 269 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days LAND OF REST



*BENEDICTION Dr. Martin
May the peace of Christ go with you wherever he may send you.
May he guide you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm.
May he bring you home rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you.
May he bring you home rejoicing once again into our arms.

*POSTLUDE ToccATA ON LEONI Mr. Maxey
Gordon Young

*Please stand in body or spirit. Congregational responses are in bold type.

ABOUT COMMUNION

In the United Methodist Church, communion is a sacrament. It is sacred and set apart. A sacrament is a sign, a
symbol, and a reminder of God’s love. As a symbol, the wafer and the juice we use are things we can see and
touch that remind us of something we cannot see and we cannot touch: the grace of God at work in our lives.

As we continue worshipping during this Season of Lent, we do so by focusing on God’s presence in the
communion elements, in the people gathered here, and in the fellowship we share at this table. All are
welcome at this table because it is God who gives us the invitation. As we receive from God, so we are invited
to share with others. You are invited to do so by placing a gift for our Benevolence Fund on the altar rail or
designating a benevolence gift online.

Please remember in your prayers:

Van Askew Anne Free Tangie Hubbard Helen Voyles
Annelle Burch Margaret Grainger Cindy Jennings Mabel Wilbanks
Nancy Byers Martha Hale Sara Johnston Brad Wilkinson
Richard Clayton Don Harp Doris Kerlin

Sally Dunham Chenelle Hernandez Claudia Rhodes

In Memoriam
Jim Mason
February 24, 2022

Our Christian prayers and sympathy are with
the family of Jim Mason upon his death on February 24.

The flowers in the sanctuary are presented to the glory of God

and in memory of Brenda Smith by Gail Sparrow.
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SACRAMENT OF HoLy COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

... And so,

with your people on earth

and all the company of heaven

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
... And so,
in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice,
in union with Christ’s offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
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Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ,
redeemed by his blood.

... By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other,

and one in ministry to all the world,

until Christ comes in final victory

and we feast at his heavenly banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,

all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father,
now and for ever.
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HorLy CoMMUNION Gluten-free elements are available upon request at the chancel.

You are invited to contribute to the Benevolence Fund by leaving an offering
on the chancel rail. These funds are used to assist those in need.
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